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Folks wait on line for a sample of a popular entry in the Highland WinterFest chili 
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Chili fun
Hudson Valley Rail Trail WinterFest returns to Highland for 22nd annual chili cook-off 

Michele Bennett and Dania Esposito of Highland attend the Highland WinterFest every 
year to sample the various off erings of competition chili recipes.

While toasting a marshmallow at last Saturday’s WinterFest in Highland, young Eamon 
Hamburger demonstrates the fact that saying “cheese” doesn’t necessarily make you 
smile.

by Sharyn Flanagan

L
ORETTA MILLER REMEMBERS 
when the fi rst Hudson Valley 
Rail Trail WinterFest was held 
in Highland. Organized by local 

bed-and-breakfast owners Jerry and Geri 
Luke, attendees back then sat at make-
shift tables assembled from plywood 

and sawhorses. Twenty-two years later, 
WinterFest is still a pretty casual aff air, 
but now has a permanent home under 
the sturdy Highland Rotary Pavilion, ad-
jacent to the circa-1915 train caboose on 
the trail at 101 New Paltz Road.

The Lukes were founding members of 
the Hudson Valley Rail Trail Association 
(HVRTA). They came up with the idea of 

WinterFest as a way to raise funds for 
the maintenance of the trail, according 
to Miller, and the event became an annu-
al tradition following the holiday season. 
Longtime members of the group that in-
clude Miller along with newer members 
of the HVRTA still volunteer to put on 
the now-annual event as a fundraiser for 
trail maintenance.

The 2019 iteration of WinterFest held 
last Saturday, January 12, was a bit more 
streamlined than in years past, when the 
event included a kids’ tent, chainsaw 
wood carving and karaoke. The weather 
was quite cold, hovering in the 20s, but 
there were heaters under the Pavilion and 
fi re pits for kids to toast marshmallows 

Continued on page 9 

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Highland Rotarian Rolf Oelgeschlager serves up chili at last Saturday's annual WinterFest.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

NEW PALTZ | NATURELocal churches to meet

The New Paltz Area Church Council will be holding 
its annual Unity Service this Sunday, January 20, 2 
p.m., at Christ the King Church, located at 2 Eugene 
L. Brown Drive (off  Route 32 South) in New Paltz.

Music, scripture texts and commentary will refl ect 
this year’s theme which is: “Justice, Only Justice, You 
Shall Pursue.”

Fellowship time and refreshments will follow the 
service. All are welcome.

Jelani Cobb will teach at SUNY New 
Paltz as 2019 Ottaway visiting 
professor 

Jelani Cobb, the Ira A. Lipman professor of jour-
nalism at Columbia University’s School of Journal-
ism, will share insight and expertise with SUNY New 
Paltz students and community members as the 2019 
James H. Ottaway Sr. visiting professor of journalism. 

Cobb, who also has been contributing to The New 
Yorker since 2012, writes frequently about race, poli-
tics, history and culture. He was a fi nalist for the 2017 
Pulitzer Prize in Commentary. 

Prior to joining Columbia University, he was asso-
ciate professor of history and director of the Africana 
Studies Institute at the University of Connecticut. 

As Ottaway visiting professor, Cobb will give a pub-
lic lecture on February 12, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in 
Lecture Center 102 on the New Paltz campus. 

He will also teach a one-credit course, titled “The 
First Draft of History,” hold offi  ce hours from April 
1-12, and participate in a Q & A with SUNY New Paltz 
president Donald P. Christian on April 11. 

His seminar will explore the notion of journalism 
as the “fi rst draft of history:” our early attempts to 
place current events within broader historical and 
cultural contexts. The course will off er ideas for how 
the historical perspective and the tools of the histori-
cal trade can be useful to journalists hoping to culti-
vate a long view of contemporary events.

Wreaths Across America reps to 
speak at historical society meeting

The Plattekill Historical Preservation Society will 
welcome the national organization Wreaths Across 
America for a free talk about its mission and pro-
grams this Saturday, January 19 from 1 to 3 p.m. at 
the Plattekill Historical Society headquarters, locat-
ed at 127 Church Street. 

Remember the fallen, honor those that serve and 
their families and teach children the value of free-
dom. Light refreshments will be served.

This year’s elections for the Plattekill Historical 
Preservation Society will also take place.

For additional information, call (845) 883-6118 or 
visit plattekillhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

Registration open for spring K-12 
literacy tutoring at SUNY New Paltz 

The Literacy Center at SUNY New Paltz is now ac-

cepting applications for the spring literacy tutoring 
program, which is open to any students with reme-
dial literacy needs in kindergarten through grade 12. 

This program connects young learners with tutors 
from New Paltz’s graduate program in literacy edu-
cation. Tutors are trained to provide individualized 

reading and writing lessons to students of various 
ages, once per week throughout the spring semes-
ter, with supervision and guidance from professors 
in the School of Education. 

Spring literacy tutoring program sessions are avail-
able on Monday and Tuesday evenings from 5:15 to 
7 p.m. The fi rst session will be held on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 5, and sessions will continue every subsequent 
Monday and Tuesday through the spring semester, 
excluding days when campus is closed. 

All sessions are held in the Literacy Center in Old 
Main on the SUNY New Paltz campus. Tuition for the 
full-semester program is $100, payable upon accep-
tance into the program. Financial support is avail-
able for families in need. Children accepted to the 

Historic Huguenot Street awarded grant to 
present four seasonal nature walks

W
ITH A GIFT from the Thomas and Corinne Nyquist Foundation, Historic Huguenot 
Street will host four seasonal nature walks at the Nyquist-Harcourt Wildlife Sanc-
tuary and the Mohonk Preserve led by ethno ecologist and founder of Wild Hud-
son Valley Justin Wexler, who specializes in folklore and land use among the native 

people of the Hudson Valley.
Local native peoples once made annual, seasonal trips to the habitats where the land had the 

most to share. For example, in the Hudson Valley indigenous calendar, springtime was spent 
along the tributary streams of the Hudson River to catch spawning fi sh. Summer was spent in 
fl oodplain villages adjacent to the maize crops. Autumn was a time when people collected nuts 
and set brush fi res to hunt game in the hills. And early winter was a time for a special extended 
stay in nearby mountain valleys for trapping. These are only a few of the many ways in which the 
Esopus people and their neighbors lived off  of the land. 

Everywhere at Home: How Local Native People Once Lived With the Land comprises four walks 
throughout 2019. These walks identify local fl ora and fauna and explain their material uses in na-
tive culture while also explaining the species and the surrounding ecosystems through Munsee 
language and folklore. “The Midwinter Hunt: Bears, Stars, and Snow” will take place February 
9; “The Springtime Fishing Camps: Shad, Birds and Flowers” on May 11; “Summers of Growth: 
Fruits, Greens and Sun” on August 10; and the fi nal walk, “The Autumn Harvest: Maize, Nuts and 
Venison,” will take place November 9 at the Mohonk Preserve, where visitors can see the recon-
structed longhouse on site. 

Visitors of the fi rst three walks will meet at the wigwam in front of the DuBois Fort Visitor Cen-
ter. Tours last one hour to one hour and 30 minutes and tickets cost $20 a person (or purchase a 
ticket for all four nature walks and receive a $12 reimbursement at the conclusion of the program 
in November). Discounts are available for HHS members, seniors, students, active military mem-
bers, veterans and children under 13. Visitors can register for a tour and purchase tickets at www.
huguenotstreet.org/calendar-of-events/

Historic Huguenot Street will host four seasonal nature walks at the Nyquist-Harcourt Wildlife 
Sanctuary and the Mohonk Preserve led by ethno ecologist and founder of Wild Hudson Valley Justin 
Wexler
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literacy tutoring program are expected to attend all 
tutoring sessions. 

To learn more about the literacy tutoring program 
and to apply, visit www.newpaltz.edu/literacycenter 
or contact Literacy Center Coordinator Sam Slotnick 
at (845) 257-2809 or slotnics@newpaltz.edu. 

Kids drive-in movie
at Gardiner Library

 The kids drive-in movie continues at the Gardiner 
Library on Saturday, January 26 from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Children bring a cardboard box big enough 
that they can sit in and decorate it like a car. They then 
can drive up and watch the show. The movie will be 
The Tale of Despereaux. The box car-making craft be-
gins at 11:30 a.m. with the movie showtime of noon. All 
ages welcome. The library will provide the art supplies, 
popcorn and juice, but the library will not have extra 
boxes, so participants need to bring their own box.

 The fun will be held in the library community 
room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further 
information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

Making every moment count: A talk 
by Hudson Valley Hospice

Gardiner Library will host an informative talk 
by Hudson Valley Hospice led by Nikki Weisman, 
LMSW on Wednesday, January 23 from 2 to 3 p.m. 
The discussion will dispel the myths associated with 
Hospice. Attendees can learn what they need to 
know about advance care planning including signs 
that might indicate someone is eligible for Hospice, 
insurance coverage for Hospice, how one gets re-
ferred to Hospice, services available within the Hos-
pice program and bereavement support. For more 
information, call Hudson Valley Hospice at (845) 
485-2273.

The discussion will take place in the library com-
munity room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For 
further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gar-
dinerlibrary.org.

Gardiner Library presents Slow Jam

 The Gardiner Library will off er Slow Jam this Sun-
day, January 20 from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. All musicians 
and acoustic instruments are welcome. The Slow 
Jam allows those new to playing an acoustic instru-
ment to practice with some friendly, local musicians. 
Musicians gather to play old time, folk songs, blue-
grass, Western and other homespun-type songs. Par-
ticipants play at a slower pace, so everyone is given 
the chance to learn the songs. There’s no audience 
and no pressure.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Networking mixer at Arrowood 
Outpost

The New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce 
will hold a networking event on January 24, 5:30 
p.m., at Arrowood Outpost, located at 3B Church 
Street in New Paltz.

Arrowood brews local craft beer from its farm in 
Accord and opened a tasting room in New Paltz in 
2018. Bring plenty of business cards. There will be 
snacks provided and a cash bar.

For more information, visit newpaltzchamber.org 
or call (845) 255-0243. 

Town of New Paltz
recreation updates

If you would like to learn barrel walking, stilt walk-
ing, juggling (several types and levels), unicycling, 
partner acro and more, the Satori Circus Arts will be 
teaching a ten-week circus arts class at the New Paltz 
Community Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive. 
Classes will start on Wednesday, January 30 at 1 p.m. 
The session ends April 3. The cost is $150 and limited 
to 12 children. For more information and to register, 
contract Richard at (845) 574-2949.

Pickleball is off ered at Duzine Elementary School, 
located at 31 Sunset Ridge in New Paltz on Fridays 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. There is no cost to participate. 
For more information, contact the New Paltz Recre-
ation Center at 255-3631 or 255-2512. 

The walking club at SUNY New Paltz has resumed 
on Mondays and Thursdays from 11 a.m. to noon at 
the Wellness and Recreation Center. Registration is 
required. Call 255-3631 or 255-2512 or e-mail: recre-
ation@townofnewpaltz.org.

Repair Café in New Paltz 

The Repair Cafe in New Paltz invites everyone 
to bring a beloved but broken item to be repaired 
for free by an expert this Saturday, January 19 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the New Paltz United Method-
ist Church, located at the corner of Main and Grove 
streets.

All of the repair categories will be covered: me-
chanical, electrical, electronic and digital, textile 
mending, jewelry repairs and things made of wood. 
Felicia Casey, a true doll expert, will be on hand. 
Vince Murray will again bring his welding truck for 
metal repairs (weather permitting). Don Grice will 
provide photo restoration for damaged or faded 
photographs. And well-known author and journal-
ist Vern Benjamin will off er “wordsmithing” for any 
type of writing brought to him.

At Repair Café, kids will be able to see all kinds 
of broken things get fi xed along with the take-apart 
and create table. The organizers provide a variety of 
items for the kids to take apart, such as kitchen coun-
tertop appliances, toys and digital devices -- along 
with simple tools. The kids discover what’s inside 
and learn about what makes things work, including 
the opportunity to learn a little about basic circuitry. 

Coff ee and tea are free, with home-baked treats, 
apples and bananas by donation. 

Repair Café in New Paltz is sponsored by the New 
Paltz United Methodist Church, the Climate Action 
Coalition and the Mid-Hudson Sierra Club group. 

Hudson Valley Humanists
to meet on January 20 

The January meeting of the Hudson Valley Hu-
manists will be held this Sunday, January 20, 6 p.m., 
at the New Paltz Community Center, located at 3 Vet-
erans Drive. 

The January 20 meeting will focus on several as-

pects of atheism. It will start with a video by the man 
who wrote Atheism for Dummies. The video will high-
light the history of doubt through the ages and dis-
cuss who are atheists and other “nones” and where 
they are coming from. There will be plenty of time 
for discussion.

Hudson Valley Humanists will be collecting toilet-
ries and other necessities for Family of New Paltz.

Humanist beliefs lead to a philosophy that stresses 
the potential value and goodness of human beings, 
emphasizes common human needs and seeks solely 
rational ways of solving human problems.

This meeting is free and open to the public. All are 
welcome. For more information, e-mail auer1@att.net . 

 NEW PALTZ | PUBLIC HEARING

Snow movement on shoveling law

T
HE VILLAGE OF New Paltz public hearing on a law to cut the window of time during 
which snow must be shoveled to 12 hours after the cessation of the storm from the pres-
ent 24 was again continued after no one showed up to comment last week. There have 
now been three sessions of this hearing, with exactly one person sharing their views. If 

trustees were to vote now, the only testimony to weigh would be opposed to the measure, but 
they are hopeful that if they continue to keep the hearing open, other residents will eventually 
show up and have their say.

Trustee Don Kerr observed that interest in this law may increase after the fi rst signifi cant snow-
fall.

If you would like to submit a comment regarding the proposed change, you can do so by e-
mailing your comments to assistant@villageofnewpaltz.org or by attending the January 23 Village 
Board meeting that begins at 7 p.m. at Village Hall.

-- Terence P Ward

LAUREN THOMAS

The Village of New Paltz will continue the public hearing on a law to cut the window of time during 
which snow must be shoveled to 12 hours after the cessation of the storm from the present 24. 

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured  |  Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations 
You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters
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GARDINER | TOWN BOARD

Gardiner names fi ve
to revamped Ethics Board

The Town of Gardiner’s Ethics Board, moribund 
since 2016 when most of its members’ terms ex-
pired, is back in business once again. At its January 8 
regular meeting, the Gardiner Town Board passed a 
motion appointing fi ve members to the Ethics Board. 
The action follows the adoption in August 2017 of a 
new local Ethics and Disclosure Law reducing the to-
tal number of Ethics Board members from nine to 
fi ve, with three constituting a quorum.

The reconstituted board will consist of longtime 
Ethics Board chair Jon Simonson, appointed to a 
fi ve-year term; Johanna Hecht, four years; Michael 
Hartner, three years; Liz Glover Wilson, two years; 
and Gail Foster, one year. Subsequent term renewals 
will be for fi ve years. The group is required to meet 
at least twice per year.

-- Frances Marion Platt

Gardiner mulls hydrogeology 
mapping for aquifer zoning

After more than fi ve years since the legislation was 
initially proposed, the Town of Gardiner is fi nally 
taking active steps toward creating an Aquifer Over-
lay District (zoned AQO) for the hamlet area. Consul-
tants from Sterling Environmental Engineering, PC 
have reviewed the 2013 draft law and provided town 
offi  cials with critiques and recommendations.

At the January 8 regular meeting of the Town 
Board, Sterling president Mark Millspaugh and se-
nior hydrogeologist Tom Johnson summarized their 
fi ndings and urged the town to take several steps be-
fore adopting the proposed law.  “One of your initial 
steps should be to retain qualifi ed hydrogeologists 
and create a map” of the area to be included in the 
district, Millspaugh said.

While the proposed law (viewable online via a link 
at www.townofgardiner.org/planning-board-minutes) 
includes a map of the AQO, its depictions of probable 
aquifers and groundwater recharge areas are based on 
topography, not hydrogeological testing. Much of the 
recharge area appears to lie outside the hamlet AQO 
area, east of Route 208, Millspaugh pointed out. He 
questioned why the proposed law “treats the hamlet 
versus the town diff erently… It’s written as if the ham-
let doesn’t have sewers – as if every business has the 
potential to aff ect the groundwater.”

The consultants also noted that a number of the 

 ROSENDALE | TOWN BOARD

A dynasty of service
Ernest Klepeis takes Metzger’s seat on Rosendale Town Board

by Frances Marion Platt

W
ITH THE ASCENSION of longtime councilwoman Jen Metzger to the New York State 
Senate, the Town of Rosendale needed to fi nd someone to fi ll her seat for one year. 
The last time a Town Board shuffl  e occurred, supervisor Jeanne Walsh tapped veteran 
town employee and volunteer Frank Klepeis to step in. This time, she reached out to 

his son Ernest Klepeis, who directed Rosendale’s Youth Program and summer camp in 2015, and he 
agreed. “I want to be a member of a good board, after seeing the good work they’ve been doing,” the 
younger Klepeis said.

Klepeis began his tenure at the fi rst Rosendale Town Board meeting of 2019, on January 2, simul-
taneously with Metzger’s swearing-in to statewide offi  ce. He was immediately appointed liaison to 
the Tax Collector, Assessor’s Offi  ce, Assessment Board of Review, Rosendale Chamber of Commerce, 
Economic Development Commission, Food Pantry, Town Historian, Streetlight Replacement and En-
ergy Issues.

A Rosendale native, Klepeis attended Kingston High School and attained degrees in Philosophy 
and Visual/Performing Arts at Vermont’s Green Mountain College. He went on to an internship for 
Vermont governor Peter Shumlin, working on healthcare policy and constituent services. Upon his 
return to the Hudson Valley after graduation, he worked on the reelection campaigns of congress-
man Sean Patrick Maloney in 2014 and 2016 and on elections for the comptroller and legislative seats 
in Dutchess County in 2017. At present, Klepeis is wearing two professional hats: as deputy commis-
sioner for the Ulster County Board of Elections and as site manager for the Kingston Farmers’ Market.

Of his philosophy as a new councilman, Klepeis said, “One of the biggest challenges facing small 
municipal governments is building a sustainable fi scal base that serves its residents and provides ad-
equate funding for staff , programming and infrastructure. Part of that is promoting and encouraging 
business and economic growth in our town. As an organizer in politics, I’ve been able to bring people 
to the table to discuss important issues and fi nd solutions to challenges facing communities. I plan to 
continue that work with the Rosendale Town Board by continuing the town’s record of transparent 
fi nancial governing and promotion of its responsible use of tax dollars. I believe that any government 
offi  cial should remain open and responsive to the constituents they serve, and I’ve committed to do 
just that.”

The new recruit will hold the Town Board position until the end of 2019, when an election will be 
held to determine who will fi ll out the remaining two years of Metzger’s term. “The next election for 
this seat would be 2021 for the full four-year term,” Klepeis explained. ++

restrictions that the proposed law would impose on 
potentially polluting downtown businesses, such as 
dry cleaners and photo processing labs, are redun-
dant due to the existence of state regulations for the 
same activities. “There’s no merit in putting it in the 
code,” Millspaugh said. “It’s unusual for a town to 
get involved in something that’s really the DEC’s pur-

view.” Sterling’s written report recommended that 
Gardiner “consult with a land use attorney regarding 
the legality, authority and enforceability of various 
provisions of the draft legislation.”

Topping the list of the consultants’ recommenda-
tions was that the town immediately take steps to “in-
ventory existing wells and water supplies, current rates 
of water withdrawal and existing threats to groundwa-
ter quality,” as well as to “identify impaired aquifer…
warranting additional protection” via an environmen-
tal impact study. Also given high priority was evalua-
tion of “the merits and benefi ts of a centralized water 
supply system in the Community Core Area where 
existing demand on groundwater is concentrated.” 
Implementation of the latter level of infrastructure 
improvement, according to town supervisor Marybeth 
Majestic, would likely depend on the town’s ability to 
secure grant funding from the state.

-- Frances Marion Platt

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Our Pets are Everything
We can’t imagine life without them. But when they’re sick, need emergency care, routine 
exams, vaccinations, clean and safe boarding, or attention for any reason at all, we’re here 
for them — and you — with all the warmth and compassion they deserve.

Our skilled doctors and staff provide the latest, safest diagnostics and treatment for dogs, 
cats, birds and exotic pets. Plus a full range of discounted wellness care packages and 
post-operative rehabilitation to help keep your pet happy and healthy through every stage 
of their lives.

We care.
We have pets too.

 Dr. Flanagan and Dr. Friedman

Newburgh 
Veterinary 
Hospital is

14 North Chestnut St. New Paltz
845-255-1890

All Creatures Veterinary Hospital
Open every day except Sunday.

For appointments call (845) 255-1890 or visit
us at newpaltzvet.com or on Facebook.

Law enforcement & military discounts available. 
1716 Route 300 Newburgh

845-564-2660

Discounted Wellness
Care Packages for all

phases of life.

Family owned since 1993.
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NEW PALTZ | SCHOOLS

by Terence P Ward

L
OCKDOWN DRILLS HAVE become as com-
monplace in 21st century schools as air-raid 
drills were half a century ago, but what hap-
pens during one? In short, it's a practice to 

make sure that, should an armed intruder seek ac-
cess to a school building, no one will be caught in 
the line of fi re.

A lockdown is called during a serious situation, 

when an intruder is in a school building and believed 
to be dangerous. Another type of safety measure, a 
lockout, is used when there's a threat outside but 
possibly near a school building; in that case the exte-
rior doors are locked and no unauthorized person is 
allowed in or out.

"The main point is to be out of sight," said Maria 
Rice, New Paltz Superintendent of Schools. A sec-
ondary goal is to make it as hard as possible for a 
shooter to look for those in hiding, hence the ne-
ologism "lockdown:" all the entrances are locked 
remotely through the electronic card-key access sys-
tem, rendering even the cards carried by staff  mem-
bers inoperative for the duration.

When such a drill is initiated, Rice said, anyone in 
a classroom is to move to an area out of sight from 
the door or windows. There are suffi  cient hiding 
places in nearly every room, but for those in the new 
wing of the high school, where the large windows al-
low in a lot of light, they also make it easy to see ev-
ery corner. Even in a world where "Columbine" and 

"Sandy Hook" are the watchwords on every parents' 
lips, such a design only seemed problematic in retro-
spect, but the problem has long since been mitigated 
by adding bullet-resistant glass.

For those in hallways, the drills show that the training 
is more diffi  cult to remember under stress. There are 
designated places to go, but Rice said some students 
caught in the halls have attempted to head "where 
they're supposed to be," their current class, which is 
not always going to be the closest safe space. Drills dur-
ing passing times were introduced more recently to see 
how middle- and high-school students would do dur-
ing that more chaotic time. Elementary students also 
pass from one room to another, but always in groups 
overseen by an adult. Overall, students have been 
"amazing" during those drills, Rice said, giving credit to 
them being very "receptive" to learning the protocols.

School safety committee members accompany lo-
cal police through the building to see how well stu-
dents and staff  members follow instructions. They 
note any breaches, such as doors left open, as well 
as fl ag issues like a key card being able to open a par-
ticular door or someone being allowed entry into a 
locked room. Sometimes they open a door — their 
cards being capable of such during the lockdown — 
to see how well everyone is concealed in case an at-
tacker does make it inside the room.

The entire point of locking down a building is to 
buy time. Every second longer it takes for a shooter 
to fi nd someone to harm is a second more police 
have to arrive and neutralize the threat. The drills 
have become routine, Rice said. "Unfortunately, it's 
become a way of life. It's not even frightening" for 
students, she believes, it's "just a way of life," a fact 
which she called "heartbreaking."

With an armed intruder in the building, some-
times it might make more sense to run rather than 
hide. Under a lockdown, hiding is considered the 
best move, but Police Chief Joseph Snyder of the 
town police said that conditions may be fl uid. "The 
idea of the initial lockdown situation is to avoid the 
threat. If you don't know where the threat is, stay-
ing in place should be a fi rst option [rather] than 
attempting to fl ee to an area where the threat may 
be. Train to be aware of the situation and then act 
accordingly for the safest outcome."

Only when the lockdown situation is lifted is it per-
missible to open the classroom door again. Cautious 
students have sometimes been reluctant to unlock a 
door at the end of the exercise, Rice acknowledged.

There are systems in place to notify parents of drills 
and actual situations, should the worst come to pass; 
parents unaware of how to sign up should contact a 

Locking it down
What happens during a school lockdown drill?

teacher or building principal for more information. ++

Hate speech incident involving
New Paltz High School

At their recent regular meeting on Wednesday, 
January 9, the New Paltz Board of Education heard 
from New Paltz resident Bianca Tanis about a recent 
“hate speech” incident at the high school. She urged 
the board to take the incident seriously, noting that 
such events aff ect not only the campus involved but 
all of the school buildings and the greater commu-
nity, as well. 

Superintendent of Schools Maria Rice responded 
that the district is indeed taking the matter serious-
ly, working on developing a system in which similar 
situations may be reported anonymously. She said 
the topic was discussed at a recent superintendents’ 
conference, where all of the other local superinten-
dents acknowledged similar concerns with false re-
porting, but still deem the availability of an anony-
mous reporting system to be important.

Rice sent a letter home to parents and posted a 
statement on the district website, explaining the in-
cident as a conversation believed to have taken place 
during school hours on Snapchat, “disparaging indi-
viduals with special needs, those of Jewish faith and 
persons of homosexual sexual orientation.”

Rice promises a comprehensive investigation 
with disciplinary measures to be implemented ac-
cordingly, although “it is important for everyone to 
understand that all students, even those who make 
poor decisions or behave poorly, are entitled to due 
process and confi dentiality.”

-- Sharyn Flanagan

Rumors of violence quashed by
New Paltz superintendent of schools

In addition to an incident of hate speech on Snap-
chat involving students at New Paltz High School 
that resulted in a letter being sent home to parents 
and a website statement made, a letter was sent 
home about an incident at the middle school that 
happened on December 20, 2018, in which a loud-
speaker was inadvertently left on and students over-
heard an adult sharing sensitive information about a 
student. In a statement on the district website, Su-
perintendent of Schools Maria Rice apologized for 
the error, stating that steps will be taken to ensure 
something like this doesn’t happen again.

“One rumor that surfaced in the wake of the loud-
speaker incident was that there were threats of vio-
lence,” she wrote. “This incident was thoroughly in-
vestigated and a threat of violence was determined to 
be unfounded. Moreover, during the investigation, it 
was discovered that a staff  member was present and 
witnessed the moment when the rumor emerged. 
There was no threat made to the school.”

Rice urges parents to contact the school or district 
offi  ce directly to discuss any concerns rather than 
activate the rumor mill online.

At the recent BOE meeting on Wednesday, January 
9, an unidentifi ed parent asked the board to consider 
hiring a school resource offi  cer (SRO) such as the one 
employed by the district the parent teaches at. The par-
ent said she’d been told by the district that most par-
ents didn’t want to have SROs stationed in the schools. 
“How do you know that? Did you send a survey?” she 
asked. “What are you doing to keep my children safe 
other than asking for an ID and locking the doors?”

The parent, who said she had children in the el-
ementary schools, noted that she wants to know 
things will improve by the time her kids get to high 
school. “Don’t think that what happened in Parkland 
[Florida] couldn’t happen here.”

-- Sharyn Flanagan 

The drills have become 
routine, Maria Rice said. 

"Unfortunately, it's become 
a way of life. It's not even 

frightening" for students, she 
believes, it's "just a way of 

life," a fact which she called 
"heartbreaking."

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz Police Chief Joe Snyder.

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY
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A sprinkling 
of safety
A law requiring residential 
fi re sprinklers in new 
construction is now under 
consideration

by Terence P Ward

N
EW PALTZ VILLAGE Fire Chief Cory Wirth-
mann, who also works as a fi re and build-
ing inspector for the municipality, shared 
his views on residential fi re sprinklers 

at the January 9 joint meeting of town and village 
boards. A law requiring them in new construction 
is now under consideration, and Wirthmann would 
also like to see them added to rental buildings when 
signifi cant renovations are made.

Having sprinklers "doesn't take [fi refi ghters'] 
place," the chief explained; rather, they increase the 
chance that residents will get out safely before help 
even arrives. Reducing rescues saves lives not only 
of those residents, but also potentially of fi refi ghters 
themselves. On the other hand, since modern sprin-
klers also trigger alarms when activated, Wirthmann 
anticipates that more calls would actually result.

Building sprinklers are activated by heat, and only 
pump out enough water to make those safe exits 
possible. More is used in the hallways and near en-
trances, but it's not necessarily enough to extinguish 
the fi re. "We come in and fi nish the job," Wirthmann 
said.

Already required in commercial buildings, the 
cost of adding sprinklers is now considered aff ord-
able enough to be mandated where people sleep. 
Presumably that calculation has been based on 
purely economic factors; the chief noted that "it's 
hard to value human life" regardless of the cost. With 
current technology it wouldn't even result in visible 
pipes and sockets to add them to new or existing 
buildings, and with insurance premium reductions 
the cost would be off set over time with those savings.

In the village core, and other portions of the town 
with higher population density, there is a high level 

of student occupancy, as students are not all re-
quired to live on campus. Wirthmann pointed out 
that student housing in particular is a concern be-
cause landlords generally don't live on-site and may 
not even live in the community. Trustee William 
Wheeler Murray, himself a fi refi ghter, is hopeful that 
in addition to new construction, owners of existing 
rental properties might eventually be required to 
add sprinklers.

According to Wirthmann, such a requirement 
might be triggered by renovations of 50% or more, 
for example. The cost of such retrofi tting is no lon-
ger prohibitive, he noted. Such determinations are 
made by building inspectors, not property owners. 
Council members and trustees would have to decide 
on the precise threshold. The existing village rental 
registry — which may soon be mirrored in the re-
mainder of the town — could be used to identify the 
rental units.

Supervisor Neil Bettez made it clear he is in favor 
of requiring sprinklers, saying that it is in keeping 
with a town building code which is based upon safe-
ty. Deputy Mayor KT Tobin liked using a 50% thresh-
old, as it's already a trigger for other safety measures 
in state code, such as hardwired smoke detectors. ++

Permitting the masses

The right to assemble is enshrined in the constitu-
tion, but that doesn't mean it cannot be regulated. 
New Paltz town and village offi  cials discussed the 
idea of requiring permits for mass gatherings at their 
January 9 joint meeting.

As it stands now, parades do require a permit, and 
organizers must pay for the police who stop traffi  c 
for such processions. Walking on the sidewalk, how-
ever, doesn't even need notifi cation of local offi  cials. 
They started looking like a loophole after the fl ag ap-
preciation walk last autumn, which due to aggressive 
rhetoric by prospective attendees and protestors 
alike, ended up costing taxpayers about $5,000 in 
police overtime.

Town Supervisor Neil Bettez thinks at the very 
least it would be helpful to guarantee notice of 
such events, simply to ensure that there are enough 
emergency services personnel — be they paid police 
or volunteer fi refi ghters or members of the rescue 
squad — available to be on hand and also attend to 
other issues.

When trustee Don Kerr raised the question of how 
large a gathering should trigger a permit require-
ment, Mayor Tim Rogers responded, "That's the key 
question." For most gatherings simply establishing a 
point person might be appropriate, Rogers said, but 

when there's potential for disruption, there needs to 
a clear way to decide what else is needed.

If nothing else, a permit process "forces a dia-
logue," said Bettez, which at least makes it possible 
to identify the issues. Deputy mayor KT Tobin noted 
that a law in force in the City of Ithaca uses a frame-
work with various components that can be evalu-
ated; she suggested using that text as a starting point 
for crafting local legislation.

-- Terence P Ward

More permit parking

Ten spots on Mohonk Avenue in New Paltz, be-
tween Tricor and Fairview, will be given over to any-
one willing to pay $50 a month for the privilege of 
leaving their cars there. Last week, New Paltz trust-
ees voted unanimously to make the change.

-- Terence P Ward

Talking about race

In the wake of two New Paltz Town Board meetings 
packed with people interested in whether a police 
offi  cer would be disciplined for injuries sustained 
by Ellenville resident Paul Echols during his arrest 
last year, town and village board members started 
discussing ways to look at racial inequity systemati-
cally in the community. A coalition has been formed 
out of several groups focused on these issues, and 
as Deputy Mayor KT Tobin observed, "the fact that 
there's several groups says something."

During those police commission meetings, said 
trustee Don Kerr, there were "moments when New 
Paltz was not at its best." Acknowledging that ra-
cial tensions and issues exist in a community many 
residents see as enlightened and progressive is one 
thing, but how to address it at the level of govern-
ment is another issue entirely. The "Undoing Rac-
ism" program is widely seen as an excellent tool, but 
it's not without its shortcomings. For one, at $385 
per person, the cost of training all employees could 
hit municipal budgets hard; that's especially true for 
the town budget, as all police offi  cers are town em-
ployees and the supervisor already receives frequent 
criticism for how much taxes have been increased 
in recent years. Additionally, it's not entirely clear 
how eff ective the program is if the participants are 
resistant to the idea they might harbor any sort of 
unconscious bias.

Trustee Dennis Young raised the idea of creating a 
racial equity action plan, but town council member 
David Brownstein cautioned that doing so without 
fully understanding the issues might not yield much 
worth. Tobin agreed that fi nding ways to better lis-
ten and understand is an important precursor to 
creating a plan of action.

-- Terence P Ward

Public access: under fi re?

Trustee Don Kerr wants to ensure that public ac-
cess channel 23, on the local cable dial, is the best 
possible platform for community residents by get-
ting town and village offi  cials to discuss joint plans 
to fund the operation. While the channel is overseen 
by a joint committee, the two governing bodies are 
"at loggerheads" over money.

The confl ict might be largely a village issue, as 
Kerr would like to see more of the franchise fee given 
over to costs like paying a public access coordinator, 
but Mayor Tim Rogers disagrees. The mayor stressed 
that this was not a question about whether public 
meetings would or should continue to be fi lmed and 
made available for public viewing, but whether or 
not someone should be paid to perform the techni-
cal work necessary to get footage onto the station. 
"This community relies on volunteers to work," he 
said.

"In this case we can aff ord it," said Kerr, pointing 
to the franchise fee paid for use of rights-of-way con-
trolled by local governments. Rogers doesn't want 
to commit more of that money, which he pointed 
out is a shrinking pool regardless, as more people 
are only paying cable bills to access the internet and 
consume media through that medium instead. Kerr 
believes that paying a coordinator is an obligation 
which arises from those fees.

-- Terence P Ward
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NEW PALTZ | LIBRARY

by Terence P Ward

M
EMBERS OF THE New Paltz commu-
nity continued a process last Sunday of 
discussing what they'd like to see in the 
Elting Memorial Library of the future. 

At the top of the collective list are ways to address 
the parking: not the actual spaces per se, but things 
like avoiding the long uphill walk if all one wishes to 
do is drop off  a book. Those in attendance all got to 
cast votes on what should be prioritized going for-
ward, as will anyone else who comes into the library 
in the coming days and interacts with circulation 
desk staff .

Paul Mays, a library specialist with the architec-
tural fi rm of Butler Rowland Mays, began meeting 
with stakeholder groups and community members 
last year as part of the information-gathering phase 
of this work; his time was paid for by an anonymous 
donor. The session held this week, essentially a 
wrap-up of that part of the process, would have oc-
curred last November if not for that one snow storm 
which forced its cancellation.

Mays summarized what occurred has already oc-
curred during this period of public engagement 
around design, referred to as a charrette. Examples 
of good uses of library spaces were shown as a slide-
show, and they included what the architect consid-
ers some of the best examples at Elting as well as 
areas which could stand for improvement. Labels 
which turn the fl owers along the ramp to the lot into 
an exhibit made his list of favorites, while the "bean 
bag in the corner" as a teen space was singled out as 
something which might need changes to best serve 
its target population. Another win: the fact that 
there remains a courtyard, which easily could have 
been fi lled in over the years; Mays has found that 
many patrons aren't aware of its existence, much 
like those that don't know much about the valuable 
historic collection housed under this roof.

Libraries are cultural touchstones, Mays said, 
where patrons prefer to spend time rather than sim-
ply transact. While the core of knowledge in some 
ways is shifting away from traditional bound books, 
librarians remain important knowledge guides, per-
haps even more when it comes to curating informa-
tion found online. Computers at Elting get heavy 
use, and Mays said that this is in part because new 
phones make home computers less common, but 
"no one wants to write a resume on one." Books do 
remain important, as well as little nooks and other 
spaces where people of all ages can read them.

The voting took place after the overview. Using 

areas raised during stakeholder meetings, attend-
ees were given stickers to make their preferences 
known, or even to add new ideas not yet repre-
sented. By and large, the focus was all about the 
parking. The lot which was established during the 
2006 renovation is several hundred feet from the en-
trance, and it's an uphill slope. The distance allows 
the slope of the ramp to comply with the relevant 
laws, but it's still a fair walk that can take its toll, par-
ticularly on those using wheelchairs or walkers, or 
pushing strollers. Moreover, arriving at the lot does 
not give one the same historic facade visible at the 
front; it's not even entirely clear to a newcomer how 
one gets to the entrance after parking. Addressing 
the distance, the directions and ways to do simple 
things like dropping off  books collectively received 
the highest number of votes.

Those themes are echoed in the building; it can be 
unclear how to fi nd a particular space and both the 
lobby and circulation desk are small and lack clear 

Core of knowledge
Residents discuss what they would like to see in the Elting Memorial Library of the future 

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz community members came out last Sunday to voice their opinions on potential Elting Memorial Library 
renovations.

directional aids. Nevertheless, it was the parking 
that got the most attention. Other areas which gar-
nered many votes included expanding technology 
off erings and improving reading spaces, but nearly 
all of the couple dozen categories got at least one 
person's interest.

Mays gave a bonus vote to people who took a mo-
ment to answer one more open-ended question 
about the role of the library, and as the session was 
concluded, he noted that New Paltz residents seem 
to understand the distinction between a library be-
ing the center of the community and being commu-
nity-centered, which he called an important dis-
tinction. Patrons who stop by Elting in the next few 
weeks — a specifi c time frame was not laid out — will 
be able to add a vote of their own to the big boards, 
sharing in this visioning process. Then the votes will 
be tallied, the needs prioritized and all that will be 
left for library board members is to fi gure out how to 
pay for the projects which emerge. ++

WHY WE’RE THE PREFERRED TEAM!!
“My husband and I found a foreclosed home we loved thanks 
to the help of our agent setting us up on listing notifications.  

She helped us maneuver the foreclosure process which 
proved to be quite lengthy and complicated.  Throughout 
the process our agent was accessible, answered all of our 

questions, made calls on our behalf and we are now happily 
settled in our new home.”
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(Re-opening Mid-April 2019)

www.craftspeople.us    845-331-3859
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Delgado opens Kingston offi  ce

On the campaign trail, candidate Antonio Delgado 
pledged to maintain strong ties to the sprawling 19th 
New York Congressional District with a network of 
constituent services and public forums. Last Sun-
day, Delgado held an open house at his fi rst district 
offi  ce in a storefront at 256 Clinton Avenue in Kings-
ton. 

Delgado’s Kingston HQ will serve as point of con-
tact for constituents of all political stripes, Delgado 
said on Sunday. “Constituent services goes to the 
heart of this job,” said Delgado, addressing a crowd 
of about 100 supporters, party and elected offi  cials. 
“The job is to serve. The job is to make sure that you 
feel connected to your representative.”

Delgado said plans were already in place to open a 
second offi  ce in the Delaware County town of Delhi. 
Other regional offi  ces are planned. Delgado said that 
he would dispatch constituent services workers to 
visit more remote areas of the district on a regular 
basis.

“We’re trying to fi gure out how to have enough 
spaces that, no matter where you live in the district, 
you’re within a 30-to-45-minute drive to one of our 
offi  ces,” said Delgado. 

-- Jesse J. Smith

Juuls in school uncool

The age to purchase tobacco in Ulster County was 
raised to 21 as of the new year, but buying packs of 
cigarettes is hardly the thing on kids’ minds these 
days. Vaping or “Juuling” — after the Juul, perhaps 
the most popular vaping device — is where it’s at.

In response to a school-wide vaping boon and a 
notice sent by the state health department to school 
administrations calling the practice an “epidemic,” 
the Saugerties PTSA, school administration, the 
school’s two health teachers and concerned parents 
met to talk about how the habit could be tackled 
both by parents at home and administrators during 
the school day.

“I call it the great equalizer — the good kids, the 
bad kids, they’re all doing it,” said senior high prin-
cipal Tom Averill at the meeting. “It’s unhealthy, it’s 
taken over, and it’s just another distraction.”

Parents at the Monday meeting were taught about 
the parts of a vaping device: the battery, atomizer 
and cartridge containing liquid. Juul units, includ-
ing a THC cartridge for a Juul device, were passed 
around and puzzled over. The misconception that 
e-cigarette aerosol is just water vapor was dispelled 
— they include propylene glycol and vegetable glyc-
erin, which have only been approved by the FDA for 
ingestion, not inhalation.

“They don’t get that it’s smoking on school prop-
erty and they don’t understand that they’re addict-
ed to something,” said junior high principal Ginger 
Vail.

 -- Christina Coulter

COUNTY | NOTES
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WE’RE BIG ON SMALL BUSINESS

92 HUGUENOT ST., NEW PALTZ
huguenotstreetnurseryschool.com

OPEN HOUSE FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH AT 7PM

Come and learn about the school, sign up for classroom observations and meet 
the teachers.  Half-day programs are available for 2, 3, and 4 year olds, 2, 3 
or 5 days a week in a nurturing environment with active parent participation.  

Open registration will be held on Friday, March 15th at 9:30-10:30am at the 
school.  Any questions please email registration@huguenotnurseryschool.com or 
for more information, please visit the school website.

Huguenot Street Cooperative Nursery School is a non-profit, non-sectarian school  
for children ages two through five.
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Chili fun
(Continued from page 1) 

over, and the frigid cold seemed to have no eff ect on 
anyone’s enjoyment, especially those taking a ride 
on the tractor-pulled hay wagon up and down the 
trail, courtesy of Dave DuBois of DuBois Farms.

And the main focus of WinterFest -- as usual -- was 
on the "Best of Fest" Chili Cook-Off . Local eateries 
(and this year, some fi rehouses and community or-
ganizations) donated several gallons of chili each, 
to be dished out from slow-cookers stationed under 
the Pavilion. The pots of savory stew were manned 
by community volunteers, many of whom are con-
nected in some way with HVRTA or the Highland Ro-
tary Club, whose assistance with the event was much 
appreciated, according to HVRTA member Sue Van 
De Bogart. Hannaford supermarkets, as well as The 
Would restaurant, donated the additional supplies 
necessary to run a chili competition (spoons, nap-
kins and such), she added, and The Would even al-
lowed the HVRTA to use their kitchen to prepare a 
chili entry for the contest.

Two-ounce cups of chili could be purchased with 
tickets that cost 50 cents each, with a "try-them-
all" ticket available for $8. Tickets could also be 
exchanged for hot dogs or cups of hot coff ee and 
cocoa. Visitors who joined the HVRTA at the event 
received $5 in food tickets.

The tasting, as always, was done "blind," with even 
the volunteers dishing out the samples unaware of 
who created the chili they were serving. Attendees 
were invited to vote for their favorite out of the many 
varieties available, which included mild, spicy and 
vegetarian options.

The chili was donated by Bagels & Bites, Bren-
nie’s Pizza, Café Arts, Clintondale Fire Department, 
Farmers & Chefs (farm-to-table restaurant in Pough-

keepsie), Coppola’s La Fantasia, El Paso Mexican res-
taurant, Gateway Diner, Hard Roll Deli, the Highland 
Hose Company of the Highland Fire District, High-
land Landing Park Association, Hudson Valley Rail 
Trail Association, Main Street Bistro, Mahoney’s, On 
A Roll Deli, Sal’s Place, The Would, Three Guys, Un-
derground Coff ee & Ales and Wagon Wheels Deli. 

When all the votes were tallied, the winner in “Best 
of Fest” with fi rst place bragging rights was Hard 
Roll Deli (pot #9). Bagels & Bites (pot #1) took second 
place, with The Would (pot #18) placing third.

WinterFest is one of a number of events sponsored 
by the Hudson Valley Rail Trail Association through-
out the year, with all proceeds benefi tting the Rail 
Trail’s maintenance and improvements to it. The 
group meets once a month, with meetings open to 
the public, held at Town of Lloyd Town Hall. New 
members are always welcome, since many of the 
board members have been active in the association 
since it began and more helping hands will always 
be essential as the Rail Trail expands in the coming 
years.

More information about the Hudson Valley Rail 
Trail Association is available at www.hudsonvalley-
railtrail.net and on their Facebook page. ++

Ulster short-term rental hosts

Short-term rentals are no longer rare in the Hud-
son Valley, as news stories had noted only two or 
three years ago. Airbnb, the biggie in the fi eld, has 
released numbers for short-term rental incomes and 
visitations.

How big is the short term rental phenomenon? 
Ulster County, according to Airbnb’s Northeast 

press secretary Liz DeBold Fusco, tops the fi eld, with 
approximately 1800 hosts who share their homes via 
Airbnb, typically earning about $8200 annually in 
supplemental income for a total number of 149,800 
paying guests and a total reported income of $24.4 
million. Greene County boasts $7.2 million in in-
come and 48,100 guests over the year, just behind 
Dutchess County’s 48,800 guests and $7.9 million 
aggregate income. 

Data also exists for Saratoga, Orange and Co-
lumbia counties. Overall, the Mid-Hudson Region’s 
seven counties accounted for $50.4 million in total 
“supplemental income,” as Airbnb likes to describe 
its monetary fi gures, while servicing approximately 
300,700 guests. The Capital Region’s eight counties 
hosted over 187,000 guests in 2018, and earned $28 
million in income.

Foster & Schmalkuche PC
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Schools

Matthew Kirsch

Student events, profi les & sports

by Dayna Thomas

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School (NPHS) 
senior Matthew Kirsch has always 
been passionate about nature and 
wildlife. While other children grew 

up watching cartoons, Kirsch was fascinated 
by documentaries like “The White Elephant,” 
and informational television shows hosted by 
wildlife biologists such as Steve Irwin and Jeff  
Corwin. 

“I’ve always loved animals,” says Kirsch 
passionately. “Growing up we had member-
ships to the Bronx Zoo and the Brooklyn 
Aquarium, so we would always be there.”

Around the age of seven, Kirsch developed 
a love for fi shing when his uncle took him out 
for the fi rst time. Since then, he has gone on 
many fi shing trips and enjoys the pond in the 
woods behind his house. 

“I like to fi sh because it’s a way to see the 
animals up close. I don’t fi sh so that I can eat 
them,” states Kirsch. “One time I was camp-
ing and I caught a really big fi sh and everyone 
around me was saying ‘let’s eat it.’ I stared at 
it in the bucket all day, and at the end of the 
day I ended up throwing it back in the lake 
because I couldn’t do it.”

This coming spring, Kirsch and his friend 
Daniel Balutowski will be traveling to Vi-
eques, Puerto Rico where Kirsch hopes to re-
ceive his scuba diving certifi cation. Being cer-
tifi ed will not only help Kirsch in his future 
career in marine biology, but will also allow 
him to see some of the many wonders of the 
underwater world. 

Ironically, Kirsch has had a fear of swim-
ming in lakes and rivers ever since he was a 
young child. In recent years, he has worked 
to overcome those fears. 

“How can I be a marine biologist if I’m afraid of 
the stuff  underneath the water,” laughs Kirsch.

This past summer, Kirsch got a taste of traveling 
when he left the country for the fi rst time to visit 
London, Barcelona and Paris. Additionally, last win-
ter Kirsch drove across country from Arizona back 
to New York with his father and brother.

“This country is giant,” says Kirsch. “In New Paltz, 
we live in such a little bubble -- both environmen-
tally and socially. There’s only about 14,000 people 
in this town and there’s eight billion in the world -- 
there is just so much out there to see.”

Up next on Kirsch’s traveling bucket list are Africa 
and Australia, and he also hopes to soon complete 
his goal of seeing a moose. 

“There’s so many cool animals out there,” says 
Kirsch as he pulls out his phone to watch a few of the 
plethora of animal videos he has saved. “I just want 
to see them all.”

Another one of Kirsch’s passions falls within the 
area of the English language, as he is an avid reader 
and writer. As a child, Kirsch always had his head 
buried in a book because he was amazed with fan-
tasy stories such as the Percy Jackson series and all of 
the Harry Potter books. Kirsch reads less now due to 
the demands of school work, although he still enjoys 
the escape quality that reading provides and is cur-
rently reading Game of Thrones.

“In fi rst grade, I read the fi rst three Harry Potter 
books in two weeks,” says Kirsch. “I think that was 

the moment that set the precedent that I was going 
to be a reader. I can attest a lot of my knowledge to 
things that I have read, just knowing words and be-
ing able to read is so powerful.”

Kirsch also enjoys writing, whether it be in the 
form of poetry, short stories or articles for the stu-
dent run paper at NPHS, The Maroon.

“This summer, I dropped my phone in a lake,” 
said Kirsch. “I didn’t have any other technology, so I 
wrote some short stories.” 

After months of hard work and dedication, Kirsch 
succeeded in his goal of getting accepted into his top 
school, Boston University (BU), which he is proud to 
be attending starting this fall. Kirsch jokingly claimed 
that when he “walked in the dining hall and smelled 
the food, he knew BU is where he had to go.” Boston 
University is known for its top-notch marine biology 
program, off ering not only the best education in the 
subject matter, but also great opportunities to con-
nect with others in the City of Boston, as well as trav-
el abroad through a research university in Belize. 

“Boston is really a great city,” says Kirsch. “With 
all of the colleges in Boston, there’s so many people 
that are in the same stage of life as you, but not ev-
eryone is having the exact same experience, which 
is something I’ve never experienced by living in the 
country.”

Boston University also provides a diverse and rich 
learning environment which is sought out by people 
all around the world. 

“When I went on a tour, we were asked who we 
thought was the one that came from the furthest 
away,” says Kirsch. “All these people raised their 
hands and started naming their home countries: 
China, Singapore, Pakistan, Japan. BU is a very in-
ternationally coveted school, which is super cool 
because by living in this little bubble of a town you 
meet a lot of similar people, but at BU you have a 

chance to meet a lot of diff erent-minded peo-
ple from diff erent places.”

Although Kirsch typically has a very hard 
time with self-motivation, he found that sur-
rounding himself with such driven individu-
als allowed him to put all of his eff ort into 
making his Boston University application the 
best it could be. 

“I usually worry about something that I 
have to do until it’s almost the last minute, 
and then I end up not doing as great of a job,” 
says Kirsch. “I rarely have motivation to do 
something that I’m not that interested in, like 
if someone asked me to go fi shing while I was 
doing work, I would drop everything I was 
doing and go.”

Kirsch has recognized that self-motivation 
is not one of his strongest points of character, 
and has worked over time to combat this is-
sue. He often fi nds that surrounding himself 
with motivated people allows him to be more 
productive. 

“Once I got in BU, felt like everything that I 
had done had meant something,” says Kirsch. 
“It fi nally validated all of the seemingly point-
less assignments I did in the past four years. 
Since I was never in the accelerated program 
I was always worried about not taking enough 
math and science. My whole high school career 
I felt behind, not because I was falling behind, 
but because I wasn’t ahead of anyone else.”

Kirsch is looking forward to all of the intel-
lectual, social and traveling experiences that 
BU will provide him with, and hopes to poten-
tially combine his passion for marine biology 
and writing in the coming four years. 

“I had a really positive outlook on the whole 
college application process,” says Kirsch. “Of-
tentimes I’ll go into things not feeling so great 

about them, this time I felt super prepared and ev-
erything I did ended up working out.”

Kirsch is also involved in athletics at NPHS, as a 
member of the varsity soccer team for four years 
and the varsity swim team for two.

This past season the NPHS varsity boys soccer 
team won the Mid-Hudson Athletic League (MHAL) 
championship title for the fi rst time in 38 years. The 
team’s energy after the big win was unparalleled, 
and Kirsch was in the front of the group “hyping up” 
the team. 

“I’ve always had a hard time with sports because 
I put a lot of pressure on myself for no reason,” says 
Kirsch. “Winning MHAL’s was defi nitely an amazing 
experience. ”

“This season our coach read us a book called Mind 
Games, which was all about positive thinking,” says 
Kirsch. “It really made me believe in positive thinking.”

Kirsch can be found at every NPHS football game, 
leading the student section and making sure every-
one is just as excited as he is, claiming that “no one 
can be louder than me.” Additionally, Kirsch is the 
three-time reigning champion of the “Most spirited 
Award.”

“Freshman year I was always worried about being 
the odd one out,” said Kirsch. “The next year I came 
back and wore a dress for one of the days. It was ab-
solutely terrifying. I remember sitting there with my 
spaghetti strap dress just feeling so self-conscious, 
but it led me to the win.”

Kirsch’s outgoing attitude, lively and oftentimes 
comical personality and increased eff orts to have a 
positive outlook on life, will help him follow his pas-
sions and do something that he really loves.

“I just want to fi nd something that allows me to con-
tinue my passion, and do that for the rest of my life,” 
says Kirsch smiling. “I’ve tried a lot of things, but in the 
end, marine biology is what I really enjoy. ++

Matthew Kirsch.
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Huguenots
on a roll
New Paltz boys basketball 
team defeats FDR behind 
Axel Rodriguez
by Rich Corozine

A
S HE NEARS 1,000 career points, New 
Paltz senior guard Axel Rodriguez seems 
to be willing his team to victory with 
some big shots down the stretch. Exam-

ple: Friday night's game with MHAL Division 1 foe 
FDR -- who always gives the Huguenots a good tussle 
-- hitting a couple of booming three-pointers at a 
couple of crucial moments when the momentum was 
shifting toward the Presidents. The fi rst in the opening 
minutes of the fourth quarter after FDR had sliced the 
New Paltz lead with eight straight points from 43-32 to 
43-40; and again midway through the fi nal eight min-
utes when they once again cut a nine-point lead (50-41) 
to four (50-46). The big shots kept the Huguenots un-
defeated in league play (and 3-0 in Division 1).

It seems that no matter the record of these two 
teams, it is always a battle. The fi rst quarter was yet 
another back-and-forth aff air, with New Paltz -- on 
a Sammy Marshall three-pointer -- going off  at the 
quarter's end up 12-11.

It was more of the same in the second quarter, 
with the Huguenots fi nally opening some space 
between the two with a 7-0 run (Rodriguez three, 
Marshall breakaway basket off  a Rodriguez steal and 
Casey Burke layup off  a Marshall steal) to go off  at 
halftime up 28-23.

New Paltz made its move to open the second-half 
with a 9-0 run (Patrick Murphy a jumper in the lane, 
Murphy one-of-two free throws, Rodriguez another 
three, Matt Simmons one-of-two free throws and 
Simmons again on a defensive rebound and coast-to-
coast drive for a 37-23 lead). FDR high-scorer Dylan 
Craft (14 points) hit on putback, but Rodriguez made 
a steal and went in for the basket. FDR then ran off  
seven straight points to make it 39-32, Murphy came 
back for successive baskets -- both assisted by Burke 
-- to put the Huguenots back up by 11 at 43-32. FDR 
hit a pair of baskets to cut it to 43-36 at quarter's end.

FDR hit two quick baskets to cut it to a three-point 
lead when Rodriguez nailed the fi rst of his fourth-
quarter three's. Marshall and Craft exchanged free 
throws, before a Simmons free throw and two-of-
three from Rodriguez put the Huguenots back up by 
nine at 50-41. Five straight FDR points cut it quick-
ly to 50-46, when Rodriguez nailed his second big 
three of the quarter to stall the FDR rally. But the 
Presidents are resilient, with Mike Geitz hitting a 
three-pointer and Owen Pacchiana a drive along the 
baseline to make it 53-51 with just over 2:00 to play. 
Murphy calmly hit a pair of free throws, but FDR's 
Connor Harris matched it and it was still a two-point 
game. Rodriguez hit a pair of free throws and Sim-
mons one-of-two, and when Simmons converted on 
a breakaway after yet another Burke steal it was 60-
53 with just 1:23 remaining in the game. Harris hit on 
drive through the lane to make it 60-55, but that was it 
for FDR, as Simmons hit on another breakaway off  a 
Marshall steal and Rodriguez nailed down the win with 
two more free throws with just 0:02 on the clock.

The fi nal was 64-55 New Paltz, with Rodriguez hit-
ting a season-high 28 points, Murphy with eleven, 
Simmons with nine and Marshall eight. Burke, with 
but six points, had 14 rebounds and fi ve steals.

New Paltz defeated Wallkill 65-47 on Tuesday, with 
Rodriguez scoring 17 and Burke 11. The Huguenots, 
8-2 (undefeated in the MHAL with losses to non-
league Washingtonville in the season-opener and to 
Lourdes in the Duane Davis Holiday Tournament), 
host undefeated Ellenville this Tuesday (too late for 
this addition of the New Paltz Times) and are at Red 
Hook on Friday, January 18 at 5:30 p.m.

And as for Rodriguez: his 45 points in the two 
wins brings his career total to 894, needing just 106 
points in the remaining eight regular season (plus 
tournament) games to join Tom Morales (1,396 in 
1991), Charlie Davis (1,297 in 1982) and Matt Petruz-
zelli (1,090 in 2008) as the only New Paltz boys with 

1,000 career points. ++

Round-ball roundup

In her pursuit of the Highland scoring record of 
1,615 (set by Lisa Pritzlaff  in 2001), senior Division 1 
Loyola of Maryland-bound Bri Rozzi hit for 24 in the 
Huskies 59-42 loss to FDR, and then set a personal 
record of 37 (with 15 rebounds) in a 51-47 win over 
Red Hook, that left her just 18 points from setting the 
new record. She gets her chance at archrival Marlboro 
this Tuesday, January 15 -- too late for this edition of the 
New Paltz Times. And in a strange twist, Rozzi is just 
nine points away from passing sister Erica, who fi n-
ished with 1,606 in 1996, and who still holds the MHAL 
single-game scoring record of 53 points.

After Marlboro, the Highland girls (6-4) are at 
Rondout on Friday, January 18 at 5:30 p.m.

The New Paltz girls beat Wallkill 47-39, with Ka-
tie Geisler leading the way with 14 points and 12 re-
bounds; with newly-minted 1,000-point scorer Hai-
ley Osborne moving up the board with 13 points and 
11 rebounds. Anna McDuffi  e chipped in with nine 
points and dished three assists.

The New Paltz girls (7-3) host Red Hook on Friday 
at 5:30 p.m. 

The Highland boys dropped a pair last week, los-
ing to FDR 53-49 and to Red Hook 64-58. Against 
FDR, it was John Scalo with 16 points and Cameron 
Ness with 10. Ness had 21 points against Red Hook.

The Highland boys (5-6) host Rondout on Friday, 
January 18 at 5:30 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

Wrestling: Section 9 Duals

Highland beat Port Jervis 45-27 in the Section 9 
Division 2 Duals semifi nals last week, but fell to El-
dred/Sullivan West/Liberty in the fi nal by criteria af-
ter a 36-36 tie (Eldred/Sullivan West/Liberty won the 
matches 8-7); while New Paltz lost to Pine Bush 69-18 
in a Division 1 quarterfi nal match.

Against Port Jervis, Highland got wins from Joe 
Artensen, a pin of Robert Harrison in 5:23 at 120 
pounds; Matt Malheiro defeated Joe Amato 6-0 at 
138; Logan Smith pinned Shawn St. Germain in 2:42 
at 160; and Jon Perez pinned Rick Mendoza in 1:40 
at 220. Chris Gatto (113), Logan Zehr (126), Ben Swart 
(195) and Shamar Gittens (285) won by forfeit. Final 
results against Eldred/Sullivan West/Liberty were 
not available.

Against Pine Bush, New Paltz got wins from Aidan 
Cuppett, with a pin of Tighe Sherlock in 1:22 at 132 
pounds; Ethan Palanca pinned Stephen Alaba in 1:16 at 
138; with Devin Dixon winning by forfeit at 220 pounds.

Highland hosts Port Jervis on Wednesday, January 
18 at 6 p.m.; while New Paltz hosts Monticello at 6 
p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland swimming

New Paltz fell to 2-5 on the season with last week’s 
losses to Minisink Valley 94.5-79.5 and Washingtonville 
97-78; while Highland/Marlboro stayed winless at 0-8 
with losses to Goshen 82-59 and Pine Bush 95-54.

Against Minisink Valley, the Huguenots got wins 
from Leo Kuyl in the 50 freestyle (21.56) and 100 
butterfl y (53.83), and the 200 Freestyle relay team 
of Sean Geisler, Alex Demis, Brady Saunders and 
Kuyl (1:35.70; and the 400 Freestyle relay team of 
Demis, Matt Kirsch, Philip Pavlov and Finn Goldleaf 
(4:00.61. And against Washingtonville, it was Kuyl 
in the 50 freestyle (21.89) and 100 freestyle (48.56), 
Geisler in the 100 butterfl y (58.39), Logan Pece in the 
100 breaststroke (1:10.57); and Saunders, Goldleaf, 
Geisler and Kuyl in the 200 Medley relay (1:48.88), 
Geisler, Demis, Saunders and Kuyl in the 200 Free-
style relay 91:36.33 and Pavlov, Philip Dobosh, Gold-
leaf and Demis in the 400 Freestyle relay (4:00.72).

Against Goshen, Highland got wins from Thomas 
Wakley in the 200 freestyle (2:24.86), Philip Sad-
chikov in the 200 Individual Medley (2:05.0 and 100 
breaststroke (1:04.48), Casey Rosen in the 100 butter-
fl y (1:02.24; and Wakley, Sadchikov, Rosen and Jake 
Metz in the 200 Medley (1:51.32); and Rosen, Metz, 
Wakley and Sadchikov in the 200 Freestyle relay 
(1:48.32). And against Pine Bush, it was Sadchikov in 
the 200 IM (2:05.74) and 100 butterfl y (57.20), Wak-
ley in the 100 backstroke (1:06.54) and 100 freestyle 
(56.55); and Wakley, Rosen, Sadchikov and Metz in 
the 200 Medley (1:53.95), and Rosen, Colin Lee, Metz 
and Sadchikov in the 200 Freestyle relay (1:43.09).

New Paltz is at Burke on Thursday, January 17 at 4:30 
p.m.; while Highland hosts Cornwall at 4:30 p.m.

New Paltz’s Leo Kuyl has already qualifi ed for 
States in the 50 and 100 freestyle, and the 100 but-
terfl y, with Tadju Trzewik-Quinn just off  the mark in 
the 100 butterfl y (54.12 to qual. time of 53.96) and 
100 backstroke (56.16 to qual. time 54.82). Highland’s 
Philip Sadchikov is just off  the mark in the 200 IM 
(2:02.28 to qual. time 2:00.63) and 100 breaststroke 
(1:02.91 to qual. time 1:01.20). 

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz Nordic skiing

The New Paltz boys took 1-2-3 in Thursday’s race at 
Gore Mountain, beating Wallkill 32-20. It was Wells 
Willett (27:28), Diego Schillaci (31:28) and Elijah Tam-
archenko (32:14) leading the way, with Kevin Metzger 
sixth (35:28).

The girls took 2-3-5 behind Rondout’s Isabelle Ser-
rano’s 27:00, with Amelia St. John third (31:27), Ab-
bey Gravatt third (33:11) and Lake Willett fi fth (35:18). 
New Paltz topped Rondout 28-17 and Wallkill 28-6.

-- Rich Corozine

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Axel Rodriguez

 Casey Burke (11) and Patrick Murphy (42) defend FDR's 
Quentin Chapman (4).
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice and drop box is 
located at 29 South Chestnut Street.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Now is not the time

Many, many thanks and love to my friends and sup-
porters who have encouraged me to run for Ulster Coun-
ty Executive. Given my current personal, work and politi-
cal commitments, I have decided that now is not the time 
for me to do so, but rather, I will work hard to help us 
elect the best candidate we can this year. 

Our next county executive needs to focus on the high 
cost of living here that results in way too many people 
living paycheck to paycheck. According to the United 
Way, whether in poverty (11 percent) or constantly 
struggling to pay all the bills (30 percent), about four 
in ten Ulster County households are hard pressed to 
make ends meet, and Black, Hispanic, and single-par-
ent families are far more likely to be living with this pre-
carious fi nancial situation. Aff ordability is a huge issue 
and challenge, and our next county executive needs to 
keep that central to their approach to governing -- with 
respect to taxation, or the programs and services the 
county provides, or the infrastructure the county is re-
sponsible for. And we need to address the cost of living 
head on through the lens of social justice, while nurtur-
ing local economies and protecting the environment. 

The timeline is short and jam packed. A successful 
candidate all the way through will need to win three 
times before even getting to the November ticket -- this 
is going to be a sprint and since the process does not 
allow for all registered Democratic voters to fully par-
ticipate in the selection of the party’s special election 
candidate, a microscope -- rightly so -- will be sharply 
focused on how this unfolds. At every step, I will en-
gage with party leaders and my fellow Democrats to 
ensure this process is as transparent and participatory 
as is possible. 

Once we know all the candidates, I will be in full, en-
thusiastic support of and will work hard for my candi-
date of choice. 

KT Tobin
New Paltz 

Call for SUNY Impact Aid
to recur annually

Every month Town Supervisor Neil Bettez and 
I meet with fi refi ghter Bill Murray and Chief Cory 
Wirthmann to review fi re department activities and 
needs.

But each year’s January meeting is especially im-
portant. The chief brings detailed call data for the 
previous 12 months. We pay extra attention to these 
year-end numbers because they determine the per-
centage of the fi re department budget for the forth-
coming year that the village and “town outside the 
village” taxpayers fund. For the last few years the 
split has been approximately 50/50, with one paying 
a bit more than the other during diff erent years.

In 2018, there were more village calls so the village 
will pay for 51.9% of this coming year’s budget and the 
“town outside the village” will pay 48.1%. The total fi re 
department budget for 2018/19 was over $650,000. 
There were 778 calls in 2018 and that’s 2.13 calls per 
day or -- $835 per call. (Every day I think about how un-
believably lucky we are that our community has an all-
volunteer department responding to ~2 calls per day.)

The New Paltz Fire Department serves fi ve districts: 
1) SUNY New Paltz, 2) NYS Thruway, 3) the village, 4) 
the town outside the village and 5) mutual aid for other 
communities. Former Fire Chief Dave Weeks always 
made a point to explain to me that New Paltz received 
more mutual aid than we provided because of our 
busy community. In 2018, the department responded 
to 25 mutual aid calls out of 778 total calls.

To determine the percentage for the subsequent 
year’s budget, the town fi gures include the Thruway 
and the village’s include SUNY New Paltz. Mutual aid 
calls are “shared.” There were 17 Thruway calls and 
138 calls at the college in 2018. SUNY New Paltz calls 
have averaged approximately 20% of call volume for 
the last few years.

We are grateful that in 2018 for the fi rst year ever 
our community received $200,000 in SUNY Impact 
Aid from Albany. This funding helped off set the cost 

of providing public safety services to our student 
population. Funds were shared between our fi re 
($150,000) and police ($50,000) departments.

Joint resolution No. 1 of 2019 for the town and 
village boards was a request that we continue to re-
ceive at least $200,000 in SUNY Impact Aid and that 
this aid recur annually. We have already communi-
cated with new Senator Jen Metzger how important 
this aid is for New Paltz. The resolution also took the 
opportunity to again thank Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo, former Senator John Bonacic and Assemblyman 
Kevin Cahill who were key in securing funds last year 
to help our taxpayers.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Public hearing for the removal of 
snow and ice remains open

The New Paltz Village Board would like to inform 
the public that the public hearing regarding Village 
Code Chapter § 175-11 “Removal of snow and ice re-
quired” remains open. 

 The current law requires snow or ice on sidewalks 
be removed within (24) hours after cessation of ev-
ery fall of snow or the formation of any ice to be 
cleared entirely to a minimum width of 30 inches. 
The proposed amendment would reduce that num-
ber of hours from (24) to (12).

 The shorter time frame would then align our vil-
lage with what is done in the Town of New Paltz, City 
of Poughkeepsie, Town of Poughkeepsie and City of 
Kingston.

If you would like to submit a comment regarding 
the proposed change, you can do so by e-mailing 
your comments to assistant@villageofnewpaltz.org 
or by attending the January 23 Village Board meeting 
that begins at 7 p.m. at Village Hall.

Ariana Basco
Assistant to the Mayor/Village Board

Deputy Clerk, Village of New Paltz

Heartwood: The art of steam rolling

On January 9, the Gardiner Planning Board had a fi -
nal chance to address the many complaints from the 
community regarding Heartwood. The major prob-
lems identifi ed were the noise issue, the proximity 
to the Shawangunk, the building of 28 camping cab-
ins in the woods on the cliff  above the Shawangunk 
Kill. The fi nal blow was the sudden understanding 
that what had appeared to be a benign “agricultural 
easement” could in fact become a second theme 
park with no code restraints because of “agricultural 
use,” i.e. a petting zoo, u-pick with tractor rides, 
theme events , multiple buildings, etc. 

After two years of monthly fact-based requests, 
there was not a single mitigation by the Planning 
Board that was requested by the community. There 
was a moment at this fi nal meeting where some 
board members suggested there be no amplifi ed mu-
sic or announcers. It almost seemed like this was a 
possibility! But then the developer strongly objected 
and so the board moved on. Of all the items that the 
neighbors and community talked about, the noise 
issue was by far the most cause for concern, but it 
looks like this too will be ignored. 

The majority rule of the Planning Board was con-
sistent in voting as though they represented the busi-
ness model of the developer and not the community 
wishes. The process has been a travesty and a rub-
ber stamp for the profi t of the developers.

Friends of Gardiner
Gardiner

Support a Green New Deal

The Green New Deal (GND) seeks 100 percent 
renewable energy by 2030. A crackpot goal? Not 
compared to the alternative. Scientists say we have 
12 years to save the planet from a threshold that 
ensures severe climate changes, perhaps even cata-
strophic climate chaos. So do the math. We have no 
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choice but to be bold leading up to and after the 
2020 election. The GND can focus and unite us, en-
vironmentally, economically and politically. 

The Green New Deal is a vision to save our planet 
while improving our economy. Rebuilding America’s 
infrastructure to remove the carbon that is killing 
our environment means moving us from fossil fuel 
to renewable power. This will create millions of new 
jobs at an array of skill levels, from laborers, blue 
collar and skilled artisans and tradesman to lawyers, 
engineers and accountants, managing transition of 
the new energy grid to a decentralized power system 
that is more adaptable to upcoming challenges and 
clean enough not to kill us with poison power. 

The GND can thus help unify the nation politically 
and economically, even if one doesn’t accept the dire 
climate forecasts. It is simultaneously an energy, jobs 
and pollution clean-up program, building a better fu-
ture surely as the railroads and telegraphs, and electri-
fi cation and interstate highways. One recent poll found 
that upwards of 80 percent of registered voters sup-
port it, including two thirds of Republicans. 

How to pay for it? Consider there are only 100 com-
panies globally responsible for 70 percent of climate 
emissions, and we know from internal documents 
huge companies such as Exxon and others knew of 
climate change decades ago, and concealed it from 
the public. For additional funds, fi nancial transac-
tion tax on Wall Street could quickly raise hundreds 
of billions of dollars. There is plenty of money, what 
we lack is time. 

For our elected offi  cials and ordinary folk alike 
please support a Green New Deal, or come up with a 
better idea. But don’t be uninvolved. We can’t aff ord 
quietude. 

Jim Gordon
New Paltz

A piece of the pie

Most of us homeowners just got our property tax 
bills. I am writing to complain about the pie graph. 
Look at that: the amount we spend on transporta-
tion is double what we spend on education.

Flog me for being ignorant. Did the pie designer 
simply follow orders, being a good soldier, or did she 
collude with the people in charge and leave a few 
numbers out?

For example, could the education numbers just 
show what we pony up, leaving aside the return of 
our money from other sources that have seized it? I 
sure hope so.

Does transportation include the free tune-ups for 
all of our bikes-only town and village servants, or is 
it mostly the smelly, unused Loop buses to nowhere, 
returning to nowhere, carrying no one. Certainly 
it does not include the school buses. Where is that 
number, anyway? In the fi rst year. we exceeded the 
Cuomo 2% cap, the fi rst budget showed $90,000 for 
school bus maintenance, and the second one, that 
passed, showed only that BOCES was paying for that. 
A quick deletion of 90K!

And BOCES is not talking. Why? “We don’t have 
to.” Hand over my heart, that’s what I was told.

Loop buses are a super-subsidized (fi ve organiza-
tions kick-in, but all our money), unused, unneces-
sary, massive source of pollution and traffi  c delays. 
Now that we have a vibrant taxi community, let the 
miracle of competition provide those of us who need 
public transportation get a discount and get door-to-
door service all over the town. Please! My walker is 
not just a show piece.

Let this rant end on a happier note: our mayor is 
getting close to stopping the village septic system 
from continuing the wreckage of the Wallkill River. 
Still, but less so, an open sewer. Recently, he wrote 
an informative note. No way can you justify trucking 
our village poop hundreds of miles to further despoil 
the Seneca region. That must take hundreds of gal-
lons of diesel fuel for every trip!

A free Ph.D. from Paul University to anyone who un-
derstood his explanation of the science of heating our 
poop to degrade our poop, unless fi lling the air with 
still more carbon emissions is off  the table on this topic. 

Paul Nathe
New Paltz

Let’s clean up this mess

Our President has gotten himself into a predica-
ment around a border wall from which there is no 
winning. His usual tactics, lying and bullying, are 

not working. Democrats are right to oppose a hugely 
expensive construction which serves no purpose but 
to increase Trump’s re-election chances. A wall has 
many downsides and is likely to be ineff ective. The 
current ploy, declaring a national emergency in or-
der to take money from disaster relief funds is in-
humane and possibly illegal. Trump fl aunts our laws 
and has a serious incapacity to show compassion. 
Statements of compassion are typically politically 
driven. Puerto Rico devastated by hurricanes, chil-
dren separated from parents at the border, federal 
employees deprived of paychecks, families fl eeing 
for their lives are instances when compassion was 
needed. Perhaps disaster relief for stricken Florida 
residents will be sacrifi ced to give Trump his wall.

Blame for all of this mess rests on the Republi-
cans. They should have had enough of Trump but 
passively accept his wrongs without protest. There 
are hearings in the House questioning Trump lifting 
sanctions against a notorious Russian Oligarch, the 
third time Trump has tried to go easy on the Russians 
while they undermine us. Only the Democrats raise 
serious questions. It is shameful and gruesome that Re-
publicans began seeking a replacement for Supreme 
Court Justice Ginsberg even while she recovers, as if 
the death of this great American serves them so they 
can get another of their kin on the bench.

We are not helpless to clean up this mess. We start-
ed in 2018 and need to fi nish the job in 2020.

Hal Chorny
Gardiner

Big government

I’m wondering about the landlord who constantly 
rails against “big government.” How does he feel 
about his tenant who can’t pay her January rent; she 
works for an engineering fi rm connected to the EPA. 
I’m wondering about the owner of the small business 
who, since Ronald Reagan, refl exively votes for can-
didates who say “government isn’t the solution to the 
problem -- it is the problem.” How does she feel when 
she can’t get the parts she needs to run her business 
from another operation contracted with the Defense 
Department? I’m wondering about the farmer who 
thinks the federal government is a serial interloper on 
Western lands. His crops were devastated by fi re and 
he can’t get forms to apply for disaster relief from the 
local farm services offi  ce of the USDA.

The owner of a B&B near the Gettysburg National 
Park, whose bookings have dried up... The consumer 
who will be buying meat that hasn’t been inspected at 
that shady-looking processing plant down the road. 

I’m wondering if those folks have been calling the of-
fi ces of their representatives, demanding that the shut-
down end and the government re-open immediately. 

Just curious.
Tom Denton

Highland

Point of no return

As we arrive at what, to us, seems the longest halfway 
point in any Washington administration in our lives, 
we believe that we are now in the worst governmental 
crisis we can remember. The two of us have weathered 
the Cold War, the Vietnam War, the Civil Rights, Gay 
Rights and Women’s Liberation movements.

Nothing, however, seems to threaten our stability 
more than our present president and the resulting 
stalemate in Congress. Somehow, undoing the dam-
age of the fi rst two years of this administration will 
take a longer time than it has taken to create it. We 
have distanced our neighboring countries, alienated 
our allies, and become a joke to our enemies. The 
whole world sees us as an unstable superpower. 

In our own country, our administration has engen-
dered a feeling of hate, distrust and alienation. It will 
take more than two years to correct the dark culture 
that has been developing.

Our forefathers did an incredible job anticipating 
the contingencies 250 years in the future. But, they 
did not anticipate this powerful and dysfunctional 
president, who among other things, denies science. 

All of this has diverted our attention from the ul-
timate threat to our nation and our species: climate 
change. Let’s encourage our new Congress to invoke 
the 25th amendment, remove the president and 
spend the next two years working to “Make America 
Great Again.”

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz 

Elting Library: the future is now

 On Sunday, January 13, I attended the “The future 
is now” session at the Elting Library (postponed 
from November 16, when we had the heavy snow). 
About 45 people came to this follow-up gathering to 
the few exploratory sessions that took place in the 
last few months. 

 Architect Paul Mays started the meeting by show-
ing slides of regional libraries that his fi rm reno-
vated, expanded or improved. I confess: I was a bit 
envious, and sad, because Elting simply does not 
have the footprint to make such attractive changes, 
in terms of expansion. 

 During the previous sessions, he gathered all the 
ideas and suggestions people submitted both in person 
and in writing, and created “Discussion topics: Spac-
es; Holdings & Programs; Resources.” We each got an 
identical sheet with the various ideas presented, such 
as improving the parking lot, creating a robust teen 
space, bringing more natural light into the building, 
expanding technology access, improving rest rooms, 
expanding traditional programs and many more. 

 He put large boards on the walls with the same 
text, and we all put a colored dot next to four topics 
dear to our heart. I think the plea for accessibility 
from the parking lot got the most points!

 It was a very good presentation, with many valu-
able ideas. To get even a wider range of opinions, 
the library will post those boards at the entrance and 
everyone will be asked, even encouraged, to put a 
dot to their favorite topic.

 When all that gets tabulated, and a pricetag is as-
signed -- let’s hope we get the funding to make those 
improvements a reality!    

Misha Harnick
New Paltz

The worst post-WWII president

Who is the worst U.S. president, post-World War II?
You’re anticipating my answer. :-)
It’s Ronald Reagan.
The Reagan years are the pivot point that got us 

where we are now. Put aside for now the fact that 
his administration was the incubator for Iraq War ar-
chitects Donald Rumsfeld and Dick Cheney or that 
138 members of his administration were convicted 
of crimes (Obama = 0 indictments, let alone convic-
tions).

I nominate President Reagan because he famously 
proclaimed, “The nine most terrifying words in the 
English language are ‘I’m from the government and 
I’m here to help.’ “

This is a blatant lie. I can think of many, more ter-
rifying, nine-word phrases, ranging from “Your fam-
ily just died in a blazing car wreck” to “Our friend 
Kim Jong Un thinks highly of me” to “Donald Trump 
was just re-elected to a second term.”

The phrase crystalized in the public mind the 
ideas that government is bad, private enterprise can 
do everything better and taxation is criminal. It pre-
pared the public to embrace Grover Norquist’s infa-
mous declaration, “I’m not in favor of abolishing the 
government. I just want to shrink it down to the size 
where we can drown it in the bathtub.” Mr. Reagan’s 
mindless sloganeering was the turning point in the 
theft of the public treasury for the benefi t of the very 
wealthiest. It helped the Fox-Republican propaganda 
team convince many Americans that government is so 
worthless that it’s not worth your going to the polls.

The essential function of government is to provide 
for the safety of its citizens. Narrowly drawn, this 
could refer solely to the functions provided by law 
enforcement, the courts and the military. Seen in its 
complexity, it also means securing the safety of our 
air and water and of the products we use, protect-
ing the weak against powerful (i.e., workers’ rights 
against corporate prerogatives) and ensuring the 
protections of the Bill of Rights. It means maintain-
ing a healthy fl ow of goods and services to create a 
vibrant economy. It means extending Federal Hous-
ing Administration mortgage protections so Ameri-
cans can have appropriate roofs over their heads. It 
means implementing Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Authority functions so Americans can survive 
during weather disasters. It means creating and 
running a National Weather Service so Americans 
can predict the course of those disasters. It means 
strengthening, not weakening, the protections of the 
Environmental Protection Agency so that farmwork-
ers are not sickened by the pesticides they work with 
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name:  SAND HILL 
HEMP, LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led in the De-
partment of State of 
New York on Novem-
ber 28, 2018.
Offi  ce Location:  Ul-
sterCounty
Principal Business 
Location:  2543 Route 
44-55, Gardiner, New 
York  12525
Purpose:  Any and all 
lawful business activi-
ties
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to Sand Hill Hemp, 
LLC, 2543 Route 44-
55, Gardiner, New 
York 12525.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of Mary-Beth 
Charno, NP in Adult 
Health, PLLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/18/18. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of PLLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
Rodin Legal, P.C., 151 
Lexington Ave, Ste. 
3E, NY, NY 10016. 
Purpose: practice the 
profession of Nurse 
Practitioner in Adult 
Health.

LEGAL NOTICE
HUDSON VALLEY 
HOMESTYLES LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
11/28/2018. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to the 
LLC, 19 Irving Place, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose : Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of STEVE'S VEHICLE 
REPAIR, LLC  Arts. of 
Org. fi led with
the Sect'y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
11/6/2018. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 

mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 23 Goshen
Ave., Apt. 2, Washing-
tonville, NY 10992. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Sweet Fern Farm LLC, 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on11/29/2018. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: Sweet 
Fern Farm LLC, 856 
Samsonville Rd. Ker-
honkson, NY 12446. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
RADIUS BAKERY, LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/22/2018. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: RADIUS BAK-
ERY, LLC, 31 Terbar 
New Paltz NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
GLASCO ON HUDSON 
PUBLISHING LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
12/10/2018. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 111 
Great Neck Road, 6th 
Fl, Great Neck, NY 
11021. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.         

LEGAL NOTICE
LUTHIERLYN LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
12/10/2018. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 35 
Herryhill Rd, Wood-
stock, NY 12498. Reg 

Agent: Nyscorpora-
tion.com, 1971 West-
ern Ave, #1121, Alba-
ny, NY 12203Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose.            

LEGAL NOTICE
MOVABLE BEAST 
FARM, LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
MOVABLE BEAST 
FARM, LLC a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles of 
Organization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on October 9, 2018. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the compa-
ny upon whom pro-
cess may be served. 
The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of 
any process against 
the company served 
upon him to MOV-
ABLE BEAST FARM, 
LLC, 45 Boodle Hole 
Road, Accord, New 
York 12404. The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Enhanced Living Ar-
rangements, LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/24/18. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Enhanced Living 
Arrangements, LLC 
68 Dashville Road 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
WEEKEND IN THE 
WOODS, LLC  Art. OF 
Org. Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 12/13/2018. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to the 
LLC, c/o Patty Lyons, 
831 Carroll Street, - 
Apt. 1, Brooklyn, NY 
11215. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ASE PROPERTIES, 
LLC Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the
Sect'y of State of NY 

(SSNY) on 12/13/2018. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 17 Lucas
Ave., Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 180 Vineyard Ave-
nue LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/17/2018. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 7105 Rte. 22,
Millerton, NY 12546. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
CHARLEIGH SALOON 
LLC Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/19/2018. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 7105 Rte.
22, Millerton, NY 
12546. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of TESORO LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/7/2018. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County of Ul-
ster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 384 Bingham 
Rd., Marlborough,
NY 12542. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
PJCOST, LLC Arti-
cles of Org. fi led NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/14/2018. Offi  ce 
in Ulster Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 30 
Bellevue Rd., High-
land, NY 12528, which 
is also the principal 
business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful 

and the public has a clean food supply untainted by 
the reckless application of those pesticides.

At the beginning of this letter, I asked you to name 
the worst post-WWII president. The actual answer 
is Donald Trump. Nominating Ronald Reagan was 
for rhetorical purposes only. (But you knew that!) 
Our nation has never seen the depth and breadth 
of incompetence, corruption and cynicism that Mr. 
Trump has delivered. If you voted for him, how do 
you justify it? As I write this, we’re in the 18th day 
of the partial government shutdown, an action that 
is causing chaos and hardship that Mr. Trump is at-
tempting to blame on the Democrats.

As Mr. Trump told Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Sena-
tor Chuck Schumer in the Oval Offi  ce on Decem-
ber 11, “I will shut down the government. And I am 
proud. . . . I will take the mantle. I will be the one to 
shut it down. I’m not going to blame you for it. The 
last time you shut it down, it didn’t work. I will take 
the mantle of shutting down.”

Could Donald Trump have shut down the govern-
ment without Ronald Reagan’s initial spadework? 
Liar and incompetent that he is, perhaps he could.

William Weinstein
New Paltz

Fact vs opinion # 14

Fact: POTUS’s closing the government down be-
cause he cannot have his wall. He stated he was going 
to do so on television.

Opinion: Here I thought I was fi nished writing about 
POTUS to do research on another book, and I keep get-
ting pulled back into the political rhetoric about him. 
Only this time, his action of closing down the govern-
ment because he is not getting his own way is really im-
pacting the American people. Hundreds of thousands 
of people being thrown out of work, furloughed, no 
paychecks, FDA staff  cutbacks, etc. -- all for what pur-
pose? I have heard and read that this is a smokescreen 
to take the attention off  the Muller investigation as well 
as from the turmoil roiling in the White House and a 
campaign promise.

But there is another reason for his steadfastness for 
a wall. Just as Hitler in the 30’s had the Jews as Ger-
many’s problems ( Jewish bankers bringing on the war, 
Jews hoarding all the money, etc.) so POTUS has the 
Latinos (non whites) as his scapegoat. Let’s look at 
this. POTUS, at diff erent times, has made statements 
refl ecting racist views, such as “Why don’t people 
from Norway (white) migrate to the US rather than ‘s-
--h---’ countries?” as well as tacit approval of the Klan 
demonstration during the Charlottesville riots. State-
ments such as these tap into the base emotions latent 
in humans; in Hitler’s situation, the Jewish issue was a 
deep-seated bias going back centuries, and he tapped 
into it and the result was a catastrophic disaster of huge 
proportions; in POTUS’s situation, it is the immigration 
issue, in this case, the Latinos -- rapists, drug dealers, 
terrorists -- all have to be stopped! ‘Fear’, just as in Hit-
ler’s situation, so it is in POTUS’s situation.

This country has always had an immigration prob-
lem, to a lesser or greater degree, stemming back to 
the Napoleonic Revolution of 1805-1812. At that time 
with feudalism being overthrown, Europe was em-
broiled in chaos with the result of mass immigration 
of hordes from Northern and Western Europe coming 
into the country. This was followed by other immi-
gration surges (Irish, Italians), particularly after WWI 
when refugees from Eastern Europe came into this 
country, and each time various organizations sprang 
up in this country to counter these infl uxes. 

POTUS’s wall is just that: instead of an organization 
to combat these refugees, he wants a wall to keep them 
out! This wall will not just cost Americans $5 billion, 
but in all likelihood, fi ve times this amount through the 
years. This is a sad case this man is making. He is a dan-
gerous man. He thinks nothing of hurting millions of 
people just to get his own way. A rich boy, born with a 
silver spoon in his mouth who never had to work like 
most Americans, used to getting his own way, pushing, 
threatening, etc. A perfect foil for him is Nancy Pelo-
si! “Imagine, an ‘uppity woman’ speaking to me like 
that!” “Who does she think she is?”

“Hey Don,” “Nancy can be just as rotten and nasty as 
you!” “You’re getting a taste of your own politics; “You 
can’t have your own way all the time, Don.”

I hope I do not have to submit another letter, sub-
tracting from time better spent.

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz
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purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
NEW PALTZ SNOW 
PLOWING LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on10/17/2018. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: REGIS-
TERED AGENTS INC. 
90 STATE ST., SUITE 
700, OFFICE 40, AL-
BANY, NY, 12207. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
QUERCUS HOLD-
INGS, LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
QUERCUS HOLD-
INGS, LLC, a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles 
of Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of New 

York on January 10, 
2019.  The offi  ce of 
the LLC is located in 
Ulster County, New 
York.  The Secretary 
of State has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the company upon 
whom process may 
be served.  The Sec-
retary of State shall 
mail a copy of any 
process against the 
company served 
upon him to QUER-
CUS HOLDINGS, LLC, 
105 Sparkling Ridge 
Road, New Paltz, New 
York 12561.  The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
8FNAprons LLC a 
domestic LLC, Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 1/8/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County.  SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 802 Briarwood 
Ct., New Paltz, NY 
12561. General Pur-
poses.

LEGAL NOTICE
DIAMOND EXCAVAT-
ING & PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
01/07/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Lee R. Gor-
don, 3 Mount Zion 
Rd, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Reg Agent: Lee 
R. Gordon, 3 Mount 
Zion Rd, Marlboro, 
NY 12542.Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of New Paltz 
Tax Collector’s Notice 
of Receipt of Tax Roll 
and Warrant
Please take notice 
that, I, Rosanna 
Rosenkranse, under-
signed Town Clerk 
and Tax Collector 
for the Town of New 

Paltz, County of Ul-
ster, have duly re-
ceived the tax roll 
and warrant for the 
collection of taxes 
within the Town of 
New Paltz for the year 
2019 and that taxes 
may be mailed to 
Tax Collector, Town 
of New Paltz, P.O. 
Box 550, New Paltz, 
NY 12561, or paid in 
person at the Town 
Clerk’s Offi  ce, Town 
Hall, 52 Clearwater 
Road, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 during the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 
Take further notice 
that taxes may be 
paid on or before Jan-
uary 31, 2019 without 
charge or interest. 
On all taxes received 
after such date, 
there shall be added 
interest of one per 

centum (1%) if paid 
on or before Febru-
ary 28, 2019, and an 
additional one per 
centum (1%) for each 
additional month or 
fraction thereafter, 
until such taxes are 
paid or until the re-
turn of the unpaid 
taxes to the County 
pursuant to law. 
Take further notice, 
pursuant to law, the 
tax roll of the Town 
of New Paltz will be 
returned to the Com-
missioner of Finance 
in the County of Ul-
ster on the 1st day of 
June, 2019.
Dated: January 3, 
2019  
Rosanna Rosen-
kranse
Town Clerk/Tax Col-
lector

LEGAL NOTICE
ANNUAL MEETING

TRUSTEES OF NEW 
PALTZ RURAL CEM-
ETERY
Monday, February 4, 
7:00 pm, 2 Academy 
Street, New Paltz.
Election of Offi  cers. 
2018 Financial Re-
port.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that a license for 
On Premises Liquor 
has been applied for 
by the undersigned 
to sell Beer, Wine and 
Liquor at retail under 
the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Law at 
1191 ROUTE 9W UNIT 
A1 MARLBORO NY 
12542 for On Prem-
ises Consumption.

TONY’S ITALIAN 
RESTAURANT LLC
1191 ROUTE 9W  UNIT 
AI
MARLBORO NY 12542

Jonathan O. Baltazar 
Jonathan O. Baltazar, age 39, of New Paltz, NY, died unexpectedly on Monday, January 7, 
2019.  He was born March 18, 1979 in San Fernando, the Philippines, the son of Amado L. 
and Remedios O. (Ordona) Baltazar of the Philippines.   He married Jenny L. Rickard on 
October 11, 2008 in Poughkeepsie, NY.  

Jon was employed as a Rehab Director by Wingate At Beacon in Beacon, NY.  

He loved to spend time with his 3 daughters playing board games, traveling, swimming and 
cooking yummy, Filipino food.  He enjoyed biking, basketball and many other sports.  He 
was an avid Star Trek and Star Wars fan, and enjoyed science fiction movies.  Jon also loved 
to Ballroom dance with his wife.  Jon was admired by his friends, family and co-workers for 
his kindness and compassion. 

Besides his parents and his wife, Jenny, he is survived by his beloved daughters, Isabella, Catalina and Magnolia, all at home; 
two brothers, Amado (Gigi) Baltazar of Belleville, NJ and Richard (Natalia) Baltazar of San Antonio, TX; a sister, Carolyn 
(Tolga) Kaya of New Haven, CT; many aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews and friends.

Calling hours will be held on Sunday, January 13, 2019 from 3-6 pm, Wednesday, January 16, 2019 from 7-9 pm and Friday, 
January 18, 2019 from 6-9 pm at Copeland Funeral Home, 162 South Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, NY.  A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated on Saturday, January 19, 2019 at 10 am at St. Joseph’s Church, 34 South Chestnut Street, New 
Paltz, followed by burial at New Paltz Rural Cemetery.

The family suggests in lieu of flowers, donations may be made to The Maya Gold Foundation in Jon’s memory.

Copeland Funeral Home is honored to assist the family with the arrangements.  Online condolences may be left for the 
family of Jon by visiting www.copelandfhnp.com

In Loving Memory
of

River Lightwomoon
On Sunday, January 6, 2019, River Lightwomoon died at the Big Stone 
Gap, Virginia home of her brother and sister-in-law Mark and Eliz-
abeth Cooperstein. River had lived with them for the last two years.
River was born in Suffern, NY on May 13, 1950 to Samuel and Claire 
(nee Stadeker) Cooperstein. After graduating from Spring Valley 
High School in 1968, she moved to the Woodstock area where she 
was on the cutting edge of lesbian feminism and women’s music. She 
was a founding member of a feminist collective that created an alter-
native women’s health conference in 1975 and again in 1976. When to 

their surprise the conference made money, they put the profits toward the creation of a women-only 
coffeehouse, Sojourner’s. For decades, women would meet there regularly for music, poetry, art and 
conversation. 
River was an accomplished drummer, bass player and singer, performing with various musicians. 
Along with Alix Dobkin and Debbie Fier, she performed across the country at colleges and women’s 
events as The Party Line Dance Band. She was also a member of Iabas, a traditional Brazilian percus-
sion band. 
River was a bookkeeper for local businesses and not-for-profit organizations.  Whether working with 
numbers, creating music and poetry, or fighting for social justice, River made strong connections and 
lasting friendships. Family, both of origin and creation, was central to her. In addition to her broth-
er and sister-in-law, River is survived by another brother, Carl Cooperstein, nieces Irene Stein and 
Kathleen Cooperstein, nephew Joe Cooperstein and niece-in-law Stephanie Cooperstein. She also 
leaves behind her dear friends Virginia Moore and Alix Dobkin and countless others whose lives she 
touched. 
A memorial for River is planned for the spring. Time and place will be announced.

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281
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It’s the economy

Fish story

John Valk remembers when Catsmo estab-
lished its salmon-smoking business in his town. 
“They had three employees, and now they’ve got 
more than 50,” he said. 

The veteran town supervisor considers attracting 
the rapidly growing business to Shawangunk a tri-
umph. A state economic-development package en-
sures that Catsmo will be expanded here rather than 
relocated elsewhere.

Catsmo CEO Marcus Draxler said a new three-
million-dollar, 10,000-square-foot building on the 
site will accommodate product storage and process-
ing. Some ten to 15 new employees are expected to 
be hired. Part of the package is a $200,000 Central 
Hudson grant from a program for retaining manu-
facturing businesses. According to an Ulster County 
press release, the new space will also allow the com-
pany to acquire more sophisticated machinery, im-
prove production workfl ow, and satisfy food safety 
and labor standards.

Catsmo was formed in 1995 in Mount Tremper. 
Catching more fi sh than he and his family could 
eat, Catsmo founder Robert Simon taught himself 
how to smoke fi sh to preserve it. A cadre of notable 
New York City-based chefs, including Daniel Boulud, 
whose name adorns some Catsmo packages, encour-
aged Simon. The business soon outgrew the garage 
in which it was created.

In 1997, it moved to the town of Shawangunk, 
where zoning rules encouraged the redevelopment 

of old farms. The business thrived in an old dairy 
barn near an open fi eld. Though it’s grown consid-
erably, Valk noted, “No one even knows it’s there.”

Catsmo was acquired by New York City-based So-
lex Fine Foods in 2012. The Solex product line in-
cluded truffl  es, specialty vinegar and oil, heritage 
pork, and wild game such as mountain hare and 
wood pigeon.

Catsmo struggled to meet market demand for ar-
tisanal smoked salmon from Whole Foods and other 
substantial customers. Company leaders including 
CEO Markus Draxler and Sebastien Simon (Robert 
Simon’s brother) began sending out feelers for as-
sistance. Economic development offi  cials in Ulster 
County began talks in 2013. 

Meanwhile, the business kept growing, and the 
company projected substantial future demand. 
“New Jersey was very attractive” in terms of induce-
ments, Draxler conceded. But New York State of-
fi cials off ered inducements suffi  cient to retain the 
homegrown business, CFO Frederic Pothier said.

Catsmo salmon, primarily from Scotland and 
Chile, is shipped fresh to the Shawangunk facility, 
and is smoked and aged before being packaged and 
sold to restaurateurs and retailers. Locally, the fi sh can 
be purchased at Adams Fairacre Farms locations, as 
well as My Market and Gadaleto’s in New Paltz. 

Space for aging the smoked fi sh has been a major 
driver of Catsmo’s expansion plans, Draxler said. 
They fi sh sit for a few days after salting and smok-
ing. All told, each fi sh spends about ten days in the 
Shawangunk facility on Myers Road.

Hiring employees will be a challenge, Draxler 
said. “We would prefer local workers, but it’s not 
easy to fi nd them.” Finding manufacturing workers 
has grown more diffi  cult as the Hudson Valley shifts 
more to a tourist-based economy. Many young peo-
ple are leaving the region. “We struggle all the time,” 
Draxler said.

Solex is a privately-held business, and sales fi gures 
are not publicly available. Draxler declined to pro-
vide them, but said that he anticipates more sales 
growth in the future. He’s confi dent the company 
will over time create the new jobs it is projecting.

Production has grown signifi cantly year after year 
and company projections call for continued growth. 
As the company’s executives began planning for 
their expansion, they were actively courted by eco-
nomic development offi  cials from the State of New 
Jersey. However, the company, which had been in 
contact with county executive Hein’s offi  ce since 
2013, reached out for assistance. After receiving 
commitments of support from Central Hudson and 
Empire State Development, it decided to continue 
growing its business in Ulster County.

The Catsmo’s expansion will provide additional 
storage space needed for the company’s award-win-
ning smoked salmon products. The new space will 
also allow the company to acquire larger and more 
sophisticated machinery, to improve production 
workfl ow, and to satisfy ever-increasing food safety 
and labor standards.

-- Terence P. Ward

From L to R, Ulster County Director of Economic Development Suzanne Holt, Catsmo CFO Frederic Pothier, Ulster 
County Executive Mike Hein and Shawangunk Town Supervisor John Valk at the Catsmo production facility in Ulster 
County.

New Student Special
$50 for 1 month

(845) 255-821 thelivingseed.com
521 Main Stree New Paltz 

The Living Seed
Yoga & Holistic Health Center

Come work for your local Newspaper!
New Paltz Times is looking for an advert ising sales representat ive.

We are a 100% local ly owned and operated newspaper company that includes 
Almanac Weekly, Kingston Times, Saugert ies Times, New Paltz Times, Woodstock 
Times and www.HudsonVal leyOne.com. Our mission is to ref lect and enrich our 
communit ies by focusing on arts, entertainment, schools and pol i t ical stories that 
happen r ight here in the Hudson Val ley.

We are looking for an energetic, self-motivated person who bel ieves in LOCAL. You 
must be able to work with local businesses to f igure out how best to promote their 
businesses through Ulster Publ ishing’s print and on-l ine options.

Compensation includes a base salary + commission commensurate with experience. 
This is a great opportunity with earning potential  and room for growth. Cl ient l ist 
wil l  include both an exist ing active customer base and one that needs pursuing.

Please send  resume to: genia@ulsterpubl ishing.com or cal l  Genia at (845) 334-
8200 ext. 100 for more information.

LIVE LOCAL. READ LOCAL.
NEWS THAT’S RELEVANT TO YOUR LIFE.

ULSTER
PUBLISHING

NEW PALTZ TIMES   •   WOODSTOCK TIMES 
KINGSTON TIMES   •   SAUGERTIES TIMES

ALMANAC WEEKLY               845-334-8200


